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Wildfire Mitigation Program



Alberta Wildfire Mitigation Strategy – 2026 Launch



Community Hazardous Fuels Reduction (CHFR) 
Program



Communities within Alberta
face an increasing threat from wildfires.



The Community Hazardous Fuels Reduction 
Program is an ambitious and critical program to build 
wildfire resiliency by protecting homes, communities 

and critical infrastructure.
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Assessment of 
forest within a 5 km 

radius of at-risk 
communities

CHFR Program Overview

Identification of  
additional removals 

near high-risk 
communities

Acceleration of 
the current forest 
harvest plans on 

public lands



200 communities in Alberta’s Forest 
Protection Area were assessed to 
determine the amount of nearby
hazardous trees for harvest.​



32 communities were selected for 
immediate wildfire risk reduction.



23 communities were identified as requiring urgent 
hazardous fuel reduction work, beginning in 2025.
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Forest Area Communities

Calgary Bragg Creek, Waiparous, Tecumseh

Edson Cadomin, Cynthia, Edson, Grande Cache, Marlboro-Millers Lake, Robb

High Level Tugate Settlement, Lawrence Lake

Lac La Biche Calling Lake, Lawrence Lake

Peace River Woodland Cree (226)-Cadotte Lake

Rocky Mountain House Big Horn (144A), Burnstick Lake, Lodgepole, O’Chiese-Sunchild

Slave Lake Fawcett-Lesser Slave River, Mitsue Lake, Trout Lake, Wabasca

Whitecourt Blue Ridge

23 communities



9 communities were noted as more complex, 
requiring additional planning.
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Forest Area Communities

Calgary Crowsnest Pass**

Edson Hinton

Fort McMurray Fort McKay

High Level Tall Cree (IR 173)

Lac La Biche Conklin

Peace River Little Buffalo (Lubicon Lake Band)

Rocky Mountain House Nordegg

Slave Lake Sandy Lake

Whitecourt Swan Hills

9 communities

** Crowsnest Pass represents Blairmore and a collection of surrounding communities.



• These nine communities are considered more 
complex because they have substantially more 
hazardous fuels surrounding them.

• These communities may currently have harvesting 
planned or underway in the five-kilometre zone, but it 
is insufficient to significantly reduce the hazard.

• An additional process is underway to identify other 
areas suitable for harvest and to explore other 
treatment options where traditional harvesting is not 
possible. 
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:

• FRIAA Fireguard Program: Government of Alberta 
committed 15 million in 2025/26 for community 
fireguards – or 34 million since program inception in 
2023.

• FRIAA FireSmart Program: 10.8 million in 2025/26
• From 2013 to March 2026, FRIAA has supported 672 

projects for 57 million paid out to communities.
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Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta 



Alberta Wildfire 
Program 
Enhancement



Province
• 662,581 square kilometers

Forest Protection Area
• 392,856 square kilometers

Fire Season
• March 1 to October 31

Alberta’s Forest Protection Area
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1. Human Life
1. Public, emergency responders

2.Communities and associate infrastructure
1. Concentrated areas for permanently occupied residences

3.Major environmental and economic values
1. Watersheds for drinking water, species at risk

4.Other values
1. Cultural sites, recreation areas, timber, oil and gas infrastructure

Alberta Wildfire Protection Priorities



Burn Probability Modelling

• Burn P3 Provincial 
Product expected to be 
ready for End of July

• Will inform a provincial 
wildfire risk plan.



RAWS program continues to advance:

• 150 stations with 28 additional RAWS from other agencies
• Provincially 500+ approved stations (between all partners)
• Installing all year precip gauges
• Installing two new lightning sensors in southern AB 
• Industry partnerships to enhance network

Weather – Remote Automatic Weather Stations
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RAWS - B4 in Kananaskis Country 



Industry Partnerships to Enhance 
Detection Network



Canadian Wildland Fire Risk Assessment Framework

• First national framework for assessing 
wildfire risk in Canada.

• Common approach for governments, 
Indigenous organizations and land managers.

Canadian Wildland Fire Risk Assessment Framework - NRCan Open S&T Repository

https://ostrnrcan-dostrncan.canada.ca/entities/publication/8f2e5721-c839-4d99-849f-a78c72a8d263
https://ostrnrcan-dostrncan.canada.ca/entities/publication/8f2e5721-c839-4d99-849f-a78c72a8d263
https://ostrnrcan-dostrncan.canada.ca/entities/publication/8f2e5721-c839-4d99-849f-a78c72a8d263
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Energy Safety Canada Wildfire Risk Mitigation Resources

https://www.energysafetycanada.com/resource/wildfire-guides-oil-and-gas-industry-program



• Alberta Wildfire will in reach out to industry in advance of a 
threatening wildfire in priority sequence.

• Each Forest Area or Incident Management team will have an Industry 
Liaison or Information Officer that will be the point of contact for 
Industry.

• Forest Areas maintain their own email distribution lists.
• Non-Emergency Firesmart Inquires – Widlfire Prevention Officer

Communication with Alberta Wildfire



Alberta Industry Liaison Contact Information



Alberta Wildfire Contact Information
Alberta Wildfire Forest Area Duty Officer or Industry Liaison Forest Area Wildfire Prevention Officer
Calgary: (403) 297-8822 Calgary: (403) 297-8800
Edson:  (780) 723-8361 Edson: (780) 723-8527
Fort McMurray:  (780) 743-7218 Fort McMurray: (780) 743-7125
Grande Prairie: (780) 538-8093 Grande Prairie: (780) 538-5560
High Level: (780) 926-5405 High Level: (780) 926-3761
Lac La Biche:  (780) 623-5245 Lac La Biche: (780) 623-5388
Peace River:  (780) 624-6191 Peace River: (780) 624-6190
Rocky Mtn House:  (403) 845-8243 Rocky Mtn House: (403) 845-8272
Slave Lake:  (780) 849-7429  Slave Lake: (780) 849-7431
Whitecourt:  (780) 778-7265 Whitecourt: (780) 778-7153
Wildfire Status Updates https://www.alberta.ca/wildfire-status
Wildfire Data https://www.alberta.ca/wildfire-maps-and-data
Industry FireSmart Information https://www.alberta.ca/firesmart#jumplinks-1
Alberta Fire Weather Forecast https://www.alberta.ca/fire-weather-forecasts-and-observations
Alberta Climate Information Service www.agriculture.alberta.ca/acis

To Report a Wildfire in the Alberta call 310-FIRE or 911   - AlbertaFirebans.ca



Current Wildfire Conditions and 
Trends
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Precipitation Accumulation Relative to Long Term Normal – Sept 2, 2026)

365 Day180 Day



41

August 31, 2026



Credit A. Pederson ECCC
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From https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



Landscape Exposure in Alberta 
is Increasing Over Time

Between 2007 and 2025 
Landscape exposure increased 
by 24%

Adapted from J. Beverly, UofA

2007 2025
High Exposure

Low Exposure



https://gml.noaa.gov/webdata/ccgg/trends/co2_data_mlo.png



1850-2026
2026 was the 5th warmest February on record. 47th consecutive February with above-average temperatures.

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/global/202602



Value of approx. 2 or more indicates 
conditions favourable for extensive 
burning.



Fire Perimeters – 2022-2025
Approximately  4M Hectares Burned



Thank You
Connor Wollis, RPF

Wildfire and Land Management Specialist

780-920-7593

Connor.Wollis@gov.ab.ca
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