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Presentation Outline

What is the wildfire trend in Alberta and what are the drivers?
Forecast for 2017 fire season and beyond

2017 AAF fire season readiness

Building wildfire resilient operations

Industry Wildfire Prevention

Fire review recommendations and lessons learned 20h%
Industry engagement

Forest and Prairie Protection Act Updates

Top 5 takeaways to increase wildfire resiliency
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Human and Lightning Caused Wildfires in Alberta
(19902016)
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Credit:
Albertahistoricplaces.com
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Increased mortality, declining productivity (of
upland forest) due to increasing drought. After
ca. 2040, RCP 4.5 and RCP 8.5 both drive
CMI < 0. Wetland ecosystems will likely be
affected too, but change more slowly.
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Projected warming of
~10 °C by 2100, relative to 2000
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Implications for Fire Managers

ARCMI and PDSI indices can be used
frequency and severity of forest f|

AfFire management wil I be chall enge:
severity that could push current suppression capacity beyond a tipping point
resulting in a substantial increase in large fires (de Groot et al. 2013)

AFire seasons will be up to 3 weeks
management approaches may no | onge

A Forest fires will likely increase gradually in terms of occurrence, area
burned, and severity over the next few decadefPrice et al, 2013).




prowsem 2017 Readiness

Provincial summary of resources on standby on M&y 2016*

Forest Firefighters 507
Helicopters 54
Heavy Equipment 73
Airtankers 9

*Based on FIRES database &ndsuppressioRreparedness Planning System

2017 Changes for fire season
A Enhancement of strategic wildfire planning
A Short i long term predictions and resource forecasting.
A Increase disturbance on the landscape to improve landscape resiliency

A Areas of Concern for 2017
A Seasonally driven i Grasslands, boreal, foothills
A Fine fuels in May
A Catastrophic Fire indicator
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Building Wildfire Resilient Operations

A Wwildfire Risk Analysis
A 1SO 31000 GOA standard
A Likelihood x impact = Risk
A Determine Risk Tolerance i Mitigate intolerable risk or accept risk?
A ldentify strategies for mitigation

A Risk Mitigation
A FireSmart Assets
A Intent of the FireSmart Program is to create defensible space
and increase resiliency to wildfire impacts.
A Emergency Response Planning
A Stay and Defend Strategy

*Should be informed by regional risk planning, partnerships and
GOA direction.
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COMPONENT: Human Life
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COMPONENT: Infrastructure

Qil extraction and processing facilities
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Lac La Biche
Wildfire
Management
Plan




