
Fort McMurray Wildfire: 

The Fire of the Century & CANTF2 
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Who are we? 
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What we bring to the table - HUSAR 
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HUSAR 

Operational USAR 

Level and area of 

response 

Time Period 
●sustained response 

Structural Response 
●(type of construction teams are 

equipped and trained to search and 

stabilize 

Medical Response 
● Ability to deal with 

minimum/maximum 

● Medical support to Team 

● Medical triage for transport 

Light –  

Team operates within own 

jurisdiction 

One operational 

shift – 12 hours 

 

● Structural wood systems 

● Light metal components 

● Un-reinforced masonry which 

supports floors, other wall cladding 

and roofing systems 

 0    Critical injuries 

 5    Moderate injuries 

10    Minor injuries 

Medium –  

Team operates within mutual 

aid boundaries 

One operating day 

- 24 hours 

● All collapsed or failed structures 

● Includes search and rescue 

operations for heavy timber, 

reinforced masonry construction, or 

steel frame 

  2    Critically injuries 

  5    Moderate injuries 

10   Minor injuries 

Heavy –  

The National Team can 

operate across Canada 

Up to 10 operating 

days -  
●may require resupply within 3 

days 

● All collapsed or failed structures 

● Includes structural engineering and 

rigging for massive structural 

collapse 

10    Critical injuries 

15    Moderate injuries 

25+  Minor injuries 
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Canine & Technical Search 

Flood Response Emergency Medical Assistance Logistics 

Communications 

What we bring to the table 
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Self Sustaining 



Incident Management Teams  
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What we are not 
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Currently 4 Task Forces across Canada: 

   

TF1 - City of Vancouver 

TF2 - City of Calgary 

TF3 - City of Toronto 

TF4 - Province of Manitoba 

 

Montreal – added in 2016 for future 

capability  

Other Teams 
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What is our role  

Incident  

Community  
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What is our role  

Incident  

Community  



The Horse River Fire – ‘The Beast’ 

CANADA TASK FORCE 2 12 



Tuesday May 3 

“There was a fire front as wide as they could see 

 and it was coming toward the city.”   
Jody Butz, Assistant Deputy Chief.  Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
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Tuesday May 3 
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Wednesday May 4 
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A multi-faceted response 
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CANTF2 Deploys  
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Situational Awareness  
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 

Description 

Case 

#’s 

Prescription  47 

Foreign body, eye 14 

Diarrhea 11 

Vomiting 9 

Skin conditions 9 

Orthopedic (other) 9 

Headache  7 

Laceration  7 

Minor complaints 6 

Respiratory (other) 6 

ENT  (other) 5 

Sore throat 4 

Abdominal pain 4 

Lower ext. pain 4 

Localized swelling  4 

General 3 

Skin 3 

Genitourinary 2 

Mental health 2 

Neurologic 2 

Ophthalmology 2 

Unknown 1 

Cardiovascular 1 

Total 162 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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May 12, 2016 

Today’s AQHI is 54 

25 

CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 

CANADA TASK FORCE 2 



27 

CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 
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CANTF2 role in Fort McMurray 

CANADA TASK FORCE 2 



3/28/2017 30 

Lessons  
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Redefine Success  
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We can no longer afford to work 

at the speed of government 
32 

Future of CANTF2  
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It’s all about Partnerships 

CANADA TASK FORCE 2 33 

INCIDENT 

Federal 

Provincial 

Municipal 

RCMP SOREM 

Coast Guard 

1st Responders 

SAR 

CAN-TF 

Health 

Industry 

Armed Forces 

EOC 

POC 

GOC 

Utilities 

Business 

ESS 

Schools 

CSIS 

CBSA 

Media 

Others 

IMT 
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Sustainable & Predictable Funding  



Requesting assistance from CANTF2 
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When a defining moment comes  

along, you define the moment,  

or the moment defines you. 
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QUESTIONS? 

Sue Henry  
Susan.henry@calgary.ca 


